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Orgenization

There amre twi catnalicns at the Camrui T'aining Center; one
was knowrn as *~us Naval Infa.nrry Rattalion ("Bl alionul de
Infan2rie Marime” - B I M), *he other wu known as the Mixed
Haval Bateaiice "Eatalional Mixt Marina" - B M M). I am un-
able To exypli:zin the remson for the different names of these
Two tartalions, ainve Lot battalilons were organized and
oreratsd in the samé manner. I heard rmoi‘s in 1946 that

the nava. infantry unitt and the naval engimeer units would
Le consclidatel into s0 cailsd mired maval units (ie naval
infantry sni naval enginesar battalicng would be combined and
called Mixed Naval Regimemta;, i

The *ctal numter ¢? personnel, incluling 'both tattalions, was
estimated ar atrrmnma.,ﬂy two thousand. . Out of this number,
epproximarely .2( were Ina<wructors { :ommissioned and non-
commigsioned -ftizersi. wnile the reat were recruits. Each
“attaiion was cempcead of three comparies. (Companii); each
company wais Iomposed of Sl p‘Labo.mb, evh platoon {pluton)
was punaividai inio four groups {grupe); there were 15 men
in each group, Approximately 30 commissionsd officers and 30
non-:zommig ionad offizers ware assigned to each battalion
{the majority of tham wers instructors)}. The ranks of the
commissioned officers ranged from ensign (#ub-locotenent)

tc captain (sapiian somandor). The commissioned officers
were Jdrawn from the pnavy, naval enginesr umits, and the

naval infartry units.
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3. A political officer was assignad to each company. These
political officers were directly subordinate to the training
ecenter political officer, who was a 1t col from the Tudor
Viadimirescu Division (army). The commanding officer of the
training center was a captain (capitan commandor) in the

P5X1X Rumanian Navy.

Torasiion
oo

Y4, The training center, was located approximately one km west of
the town of Calarasi., The training area was located on the
Danube shore about six km upstream from the town's periphery.
It was devold of any structures, and covered with grass,

Train_ve

P

5. The basic training was done in platoons and groups. Ordinarily,
each platoon was under the supervision of one commissloned
officer and one NCO. During the three month trainlng perlod,
Mauser and Mannlicher rifles, Oita or Orita (Rumanian
manufacture) submachine guns and Mauser machine guns were used.
For the first two weeks the recruit was drilled without rifles,
and was instructed in the performance of guard duty. During
the next two months, he received training in the firing of
rifles, submachine guns, and machine guns, He was also 1n-
structed in grenade (blanks) throwing, bayonet attack, and
attack practices. Marches, including night marches, were under-
taken. Swimming instructions were also given at this traln-
ing center. No instiuctions were given in mortar firing,
artillery firing or chemical warfare. At the end of each
month, each man had to qualify in the firing of the varilous
weapons, First month firing tests were done with the rifle
(10 rounds; five for practice, and five for qualilrication).
Second month firing tests were done with the rifle (five
rounds for practica, and five for qualification), and the sub-
me.chine zun (one clip of approximately 32 rounds, fired
individuall, and then both guns fired in bursts). At the end
of the third month, firing tests were done with the rifle
(f1ve rounds for practice, and five for qualification); sub-
mechine gun (one clip of 32 rounds; fired individually and in
bursts), and machine gun (15 rounds; five fired individually.
and 10 in bursts).

6. Night marches were undertaken about four times during the three
month training perilod. The distance covered durlng these
marches was approximately 60 km. The marches were made with
full pack (40 kg including rifle)., These marches started
around midnight 60 lm distance was covered in five or six
hours of forced march, 1n cadence all the way, and with only
15 minutes rest. No one was allowed to fall out once the
march started. The day following the night march was devoted
te further fleld ftraining.
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0500
0500-0530

0530-0600
0600~0630

0630-1000
1000-1100

1100-1130
1130-1200
1200-~1230

1230-1400
1400-1430
1430-1700
1700~1830
1830-1900
1900-1930

20C0-2200

2100-0500

Monday:
Tueaday:

Wednesday:

Thuraday:
Friday:
Saturday:

hrs
hrs

brs

hrs

hrs
hrs

hrs
hrs
hrsa

hrs
hrs
hrs
hrs
hrs
hrs

hrs

hrs

The weekly schedule
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The following is the dally schedule during the three month train-
ing period:

dressing and 10 minutes of physical

exerclses
breakfast

(eonsisting of 150 to 200 grams

of black bread and ersatz coffee)
march to training area {after the first two
weeks, with rifle, ammunition pouch and

bayoret)

training,
politiecal
officer -

with 10 mirmte btreaks every hour
training, given by the politieal
primarily reading newspapers and

talks on the Soviet Union
march back to the barracks

free time

dinner. consisting of bread (500 grams issued
for 24 hrs) 200 grams of corn meal, soup
(generally cabbage). beans or potatoes,

meat (beef) three times a week

free time

march back to the training area
training with 10 minute breaks every hour
march back to the barracks

free fime

supper; consisting of bread, soup (cabbage
or potatoes), ocatmeal, or instead of oat-
meal, boil potatces cr beans

evening pregram (program de seara); cone-

sisting of cleaning o

equipment, clean-

ing and pressing oFf clething, and in-
spection of equipment and clothing by the
instructing officer or NCO

sleep

1s described as follows:

the usuval
desciribed
the usual
described
the usual
1300 hrs;

training program was given, as

above .

training program was glven, as
above

training was followed €1ll

after 1300, an administrative pro-

gram (programul administrative) was given,
which consisted nf cleaning the courtyards
ané barracks, cleaning and inspectlon of

equlpment,

clothling
the usual
the usual
the usual
t111 1400
bvathed in
equipment

washing and pressing of

training program was followed
training program was followed
training program was followed

hrs; after 1400 hrs, troops

the town's public bath and cleaned
and clothing. Usually, during

Saturday afte: noons, there was an inspection
by the commanding officer. at which time
the troops could present their complaints.

From 1700
political

to 1800 nirs there was the usual
program. About once & month

(after supper on Saturdays) each man, by
rotation was taken to see the movies in
town, free of charge.
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Sunday: the regular program was followed ti1ll 0600
hrs; from OF00 to 1200 hours the adminie-
trative program was followed, lncluding
eleaning equipment, and cleaning and
pressing uniforms, At this time the
platoon commanders lnspected the weapons.
During Sunday afternoon. the troops were
given free time; however, only filve men
from one platoon, (by rotation) were able
to go to town at one time. Curfew was at
2100 hrs. During the training period, one
man was usually able to go in town twice,
Taps was sounded at 2100 hrs.

The above program was probably enforced during the winter months,
also. During inclsment weather, theorstical instructions were
given in the barracks. [ | no maneuvers or com-
bined trailning with other unlits took place.

During the three month basic training period; no furloughs were
given. An exception was made in case the father or mother of
the trainee dled, and then orly if the telegram announcing

the death was endorsed by the military or police authoritiss
at the trainee's plrRce of residence. A maximum of three days
leave was glven in such cases.

T Uniforms

The uniforms worn by the navy recrults during the three month
‘baslc training period were of regular navy cut, although they
were of thick O D wool material %gs in the ground fo=-ces
uniforms). The cap had a black band with the inscription
"WMevina Militara" (Navy) in gold. The jacket or blouse was O D,
cut in navy style, and had an O D ccllar with three dark brown
stripes. This blouse was worn with either an O D c¢loth belt,
or & brown leather belt, approximately 10 cm above the lower
hem of the blousze, The ftrousers were also 0 D, and were tucked
into black leather leggins. The shoes were heavy and black.
The overcoat was 0 D, cut in navy style, and had & .ed anchor
eloth ineignia on the collar lapels. The O D navy uniforms
ware worn without neckties, whil~ the navy blue uniforms were
worn with a necktie. Buttons on both the blue and O D uniforms
were brass and had an anchor insignia. When the basic training
was finished and the sailor arrived at his permanent statilon,
the O D uniform was turned in and the usual blue uniform was
issued.

The only vehicles available at the Calarasi naval training
center were supply trucks. There was no radlo station at
the training center; telephone facilities, however, werc
availeble.

~end-
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